EDUCATION   FOR  A  WORLD   ADRIFT

and we can follow it with intelligence, and some hope of
success.

I quoted earlier1 Mr Lippinann's criticism of American
education, which describes a condition to which we are
tending, if indeed we have not already reached it. The
following passage from his lecture is equally worth our
consideration:

It is said that since the invention of the steam engine we
live in a new era, an era so radically different from all
preceding ages that the cultural tradition is no longer
relevant, is in fact misleading. I submit to you that this is
a rationalisation, that this is a pretended reason for the
educational void which we now call education. The real
reason, I venture to suggest, is that we reject the religious
and classical heritage, first, because to master it requires
more effort than we are willing to compel ourselves to
make, and, second, because it creates issues that are too
deep and too contentious to be faced with equanimity.
We have abolished the old curriculum because we are
afraid of it, afraid to face any longer in a modern demo-
cratic society the severe discipline and the deep, discon-
certing issues of the nature of the universe, and of man's

place in it and of his destiny----Modern education has

renounced the idea that the pupil must learn to under-
stand himself, his fellow men and the world in which he
is to live as bound together in an order which transcends
his immediate needs and his present desires. As a result
the modern school has become bound to conceive the
world as a place where the child, when he grows up,
must compete with other individuals in a struggle for
existence. And so the education of his reason and of his
will must be designed primarily to facilitate his career. By
separating education from the classical-religious tradition
the school cannot train the pupil to look upon himself as
an inviolable person because he is made in the image of

1 P. 135*
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